
	

Mount Baker Club Fall RAMBLER OUTINGS Oct/Nov/Dec 2017

Oct 8 - Sunday - Chain Lakes Hike - Leader Margaret Bushnell 8 miles, 
strenuous, elevation gain 1700 feet with ups and downs. Chain Lakes Loop hike. 
Amazing views of Mount Baker and Mount Shuksan, alpine lakes, and the fall 
foliage with the last of the blueberries and huckleberries. I propose we go the 
counter-clockwise route starting at Artist Point, which gets the steep down to 
Bagley Lakes and then the climb up to Herman Saddle out of the way earlier on. 
Prepared capable hikers only. The weather can be very changeable, so layers 
including rain gear and extra warm clothes needed, with the rest of your ten 
essentials including food. Carpoolers meet in the parking lot of Lowe's near the 
Whatcom Educational Credit Union on Orleans Street and be ready to LEAVE at 8 
am. If notified, we'll stop in Maple Falls to pick up other carpoolers. Drivers bring 
NW Forest pass or equiv. Be sure to RSVP, preferably by email, as the start 
location may be moved or the hike cancelled if weather turns bad. Meg 
(Margaret) Bushnell, bushnell.margaret at gmail.com
(replace at with @), 615-504-5706.

Oct 15 - Sunday - Ptarmigan Ridge Hike - Lord willin’ and the road don’t close. 
This trail runs from Artist Point toward Mt. Baker.  Great views.  The elevation 
gain is a moderate 1200 feet or so, but it’s a long 9 to 10-mile round-trip hike or 
4.5 to 5 hours at a decent pace.  Rocky trail, little shade, some tricky spots, and 
probably some snow patches.  This trail is high and exposed so we’ll watch the 
weather forecast closely.  DEPART Sunnyland E. S. at 8:00 AM.  Cars require a 
Northwest Forest Pass or equivalent.
 $5 carpool fee suggested.  Contact Bill for more information or to set up a 
waypoint rendezvous – billgrove@comcast.net.

Oct 29 - Sunday -- Skyline Divide Hike.  The Hills Are Alive!
Skyline Divide never fails to inspire a “Sound of Music” moment in hikers who 
emerge from the treeline to the breathtaking 360 degree view.  Let’s go see it in 
the late fall!  Allow approximately 6-7 hours for this outing; especially if you are in 
a carpool that plans to stop at the North Fork after the hike.  We’ll meet to form 
carpools at Sunnyland Elementary School,
Sunday, October 29, at 8:30 – park on the south end of the school, just past the 
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stoplight on Maryland St.  Please plan to give your driver $5 to defray the 
expenses.  Given the time of year, plan to dress in layers and bring a wind/rain 
shell.  Carry the ten essentials and bring lunch for a break at the top.  Cameras 
are strongly recommended! This hike is moderately strenuous as the trail climbs 
1500 ft. in two miles to reach the ridgeline.  From there, hikers have the option to 
continue on to climb the five knolls that stretch away to the right for 2.5 more 
miles and another 1000 feet of elevation gain.  Kulshan, Shuksan and High Divide 
are all visible from the ridgeline, so those wishing a milder experience could 
choose to sit and lunch while the more ambitious hikers earn the entire 9 miles. 
 At the highest point, the elevation is 6500 ft.  On the way back, carpool groups 
who wish can stop at the North Fork Beer Shrine for beverages, pizza or an 
impromptu wedding!  Contact Laura Boynton arlolightray@gmail.com with 
questions.

Nov 10 - Friday - Raptor Ridge -- Trip Leader:  Beatrice. Details TBD

Saturday, November 18, 2017  10am
Located at 14692 Rosario Road, south of Anacortes. Sharpe Park is a hidden gem 
of Skagit County Parks with more than 110 acres of pristine second-growth forest 
and views of Deception Pass State Park, Rosario Strait, and the Strait of Juan de 
Fuca.  Sares Head walk is an easy 1.5 mile round-trip.  Additional trail choices can 
extend the hike to a 2.2 mile loop, including steeper terrain that takes you down 
closer to the water.  A haven for bird and storm watching.  No permits required.  
Depart from REI Parking Lot (400 36th St, Bellingham) promptly at 10:00am.  
Carpool fee about $5.  Contact Jennie and Steve at tosteve@mac.com for more 
information.

Dec 2 - Saturday - Mount Pilchuck Hike -- Leader Mike Davis.  Details TBD

Dec 25 - Monday (Christmas Day):  Chuckanut Falls Hike -  Hiking invitation 
for Christmas orphans, those trying to avoid family, or those who just want some 
exercise before a big dinner.  About 3.5 miles, and can be lengthened by popular 
demand.  Hike begins at 1:00 from the North Chuckanut Trailhead.  For more 
information contact Richard Klemm via email at rpklemm@comcast.net
***** Please note that scheduled trips do sometimes have itinerary changes or may be cancelled for reason (or no 

reason) at any time. Please check the calendar on the Mount Baker Club website for changes as the outing date 

approaches. Also, it is highly recommended that you ALWAYS contact the trip leader in advance to inform them of your 

planned participation. Doing so will increase the chances that they will attempt to contact you directly in case the 

outing needs to be cancelled. ******* 
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